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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication^) filed on 18 July 2006 . 
2a)El This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-5. 7-10. 13-17. 19-22 and 25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claimfe) 1-5. 7-10. 13-17. 19-22 and 25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This action is in response to the Applicants' amendment filed on July 18, 2006. 
Claims 6, 11, 12, 18, 23, and 24 have been cancelled. Claims 1-5, 7-10, 13-17, 19-22, 
and 25 are pending and will be considered for examination. 

Priority 

Applicants' claim to priority to co-pending applications (10/703,823), (09/952,985) 
(09/1 10,708) and (08/572,543) is denied because the invention claimed in the current 
application lacks support in these earlier filed applications. Accordingly, the examiner 
will use the filing date of the current application (March 30, 2004) as the earliest priority 
date of the claimed invention. 

Referring to claim 1 : The limitations lacking proper support in the earlier filed 
applications are as follows: 

"... said page including an icon for invoking a purchase process" ; 

"... thereby invoking said purchase process* 

"creating a Transaction ID corresponding to said purchase process"; 

"storing... purchase information in said database"; 
Application 08/572,543 (US Patent 5,778,367) (hereafter referred to as "367") is 
directed to electronically publishing information (col. 2, lines 58-66). Patent 367' 
discloses that a user is presented with a main page Figure 2A that has icons which may 
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be clicked on to select different services (col. 4, lines 39-50). These services include 
"Whois", "Traceroute", and "WebBook". Patent 367' also discloses that "Whois" is an 
Internet service that looks up information in a database (col. 6, lines 44-48), and that 
"Traceroute" is a program that allows a user to find the path a packet takes as it crosses 
the Internet to a specific destination (col. 6, lines 48-51). Neither of these services 
invokes a purchase process or creates a Transaction ID. The last service disclosed by 
Patent 367' is "WebBook". The 367' specification describes "WebBook" as a service 
that allows a user to search, add, or update entries in a database (col. 4, lines 42-43; 
col. 7, lines 33-38). The specification goes on to teach that if the service is based on a 
pay-for service model then the system will charge the user's credit card (col. 9, line 66 - 
col. 10, line 9) for using the service. However, the examiner notes that the icon on 
Figure 2A does not represent a purchase process, and that the step of clicking on the 
icon does not, by itself, invoke a purchase process but instead invokes a process to 
allow a user to search, add, or update entries in a database. Finally, the 367' 
specification discloses that a Transaction ID is created when the user chooses to add a 
new entry to the database (col. 6, lines 16-19; col. 9, lines 24-27: "When the user chooses to 
add a new entry to the database, a unique transaction ID is created for that entry, to be used throughout 
the life of the entry") Thus, the specification makes it clear that the Transaction ID is 

created in response to a new entry and not in response to a purchase process as 
recited in claim 1 of the current application. For these reasons, the limitations noted 
above are denied priority and will be accorded a filing date of March 30, 2004. 
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Referring to claims 13 and 25 : These claims lack proper support under the same 
rationale as set forth above in claim 1 . 

Specification 

The amendment filed July 18, 2006 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: Claims 1,13, 
and 25 recite the limitation of storing purchase information in the database. This 
limitation lacks written description in the specification. 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Final Rejection 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-5, 7-10, 13-17, 19-22, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Claim 1 recites the 
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limitation of storing purchase information in the database. This limitation lacks written 
description in the specification. 

Referring to claims 13 and 25 : These claims are rejected under the same 
rationale as set forth in claim 1 . 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2-12 and 14-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

These claims recite the limitation "mini homepage". During an interview with the 
examiner on June 22, 2006, Mr. Brisson and Mr. Wesinger explained that a "mini 
homepage" is an HTML front end for a database. However, the Applicants' specification 
discloses Figures 2N and 20 as "mini homepage" (see paragraph [0037]). These 
figures show nothing more than a standard web page with text. The Applicants' 
specification also teaches that a "mini homepage" can be a "single page hypermedia 
document" (see paragraph [0056]). For examination purposes the examiner will 
assume that a "mini homepage" is a standard web page with text as disclosed in the 
Applicants' specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-5, 9, 10, 13-17, 21, 22, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Montulli (US 5,774,670) in view of Deaton et al. (US 
5,621,812) ("Deaton"). 

Referring to claim 1 : Montulli discloses a method for facilitating an online 
transaction comprising: 

• providing a web site having an associated database (col. 4, line 50 - col. 
5, line 10; Figure 1B, item "137") 

• associating, by the web site, a user ID with a user (col. 7, lines 45-55; col. 
10, lines 25-30); 

• presenting to the user a page, said page including an icon for invoking a 
purchase process (col. 12, lines 1 1-27); 

• clicking on said icon by the user, thereby invoking said purchase process 
(col. 12, lines 28-47); 

• creating a Transaction ID corresponding to said purchase process (col. 
12, lines 49-56); 

• associating, by said purchase process: customer information 
corresponding to said User ID; purchase information corresponding to said 
Transaction ID (col. 13, lines 24-30); and 

• completing said purchase process (col. 13, lines 9-23). 
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Montulli does not teach storing the Transaction ID in the database associated with the 
web site. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to relocate the Transaction ID of Montulli to the database 
associated with the web site, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an 
invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. Montulli also 
does not teach storing customer and purchase information in the database. However, 
Deaton discloses a method and system for building a database for incentive marketing 
wherein the customer and purchase information are stored in a database (Abstract; 
col.4, lines 31-46; col. 5, lines 62-65; col. 56, line 24 - col. 57, line 36; col. 64, lines 40- 
64). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
the invention was made, to incorporate the teachings of Deaton into the invention of 
Montulli. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so in order to 
enable merchants to issue coupons and other inducements to customers based upon 
the shopping habits of the customer and to reward a high volume shoppers, as taught 
by Deaton (col. 64, lines 51-57). 

Referring to claim 2 : The cited prior art teaches or suggests all the limitations of 
claim 1 as noted above. Furthermore, Montulli teaches that the page comprises mini 
homepage corresponding to said user (col. 7, lines 45-55). 

Referring to claims 3 and 4 : The cited prior art teaches or suggests all the 
limitations of claim 2 as noted above. The cited prior art does not teach that the mini 
homepage includes customer information corresponding to the user, or that the 
customer information comprises credit card information corresponding to said user. 
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However, the Examiner notes that these limitations are not functionally involved in the 
steps or elements of the recited or apparatus. Therefore these limitations are deemed 
to be nonfunctional descriptive material. The steps of method would be performed the 
same regardless of what information the homepage contained. The difference between 
the content of the Applicants' homepage and the prior art is merely subjective. Thus 
this nonfunctional descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the 
prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 
401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Or. 1994) 
also see MPEP 21 06. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place any information in the 
homepage of Montulli because such information does not functionally relate to the 
elements of the claimed system and because the subjective interpretation of information 
does not patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 

Referring to claim 5 : The cited prior art teaches or suggests all the limitations of 
claim 4 as noted above. Furthermore, Montulli teaches that the online transaction is 
completed using the credit card information (col. 13, lines 9-23). 

Referring to claims 9 and 10 : The cited prior art teaches or suggests all the 
limitations of claim 3 as noted above. Montulli does not teach that the mini homepage 
includes content predefined by the user, or that said information includes an email 
address corresponding to said user. However, the Examiner notes that these limitations 
are not functionally involved in the steps or elements of the recited or apparatus. 
Therefore these limitations are deemed to be nonfunctional descriptive material. The 
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steps of method would be performed the same regardless of what information the 
homepage contained. The difference between the content of the Applicants' homepage 
and the prior art is merely subjective. Thus this nonfunctional descriptive material will 
not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re 
Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 
F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994) also see MPEP 2106. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to place any information in the homepage of Montulli because such information 
does not functionally relate to the elements of the claimed system and because the 
subjective interpretation of information does not patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention. 

Referring to claims 13 and 25 : Claims 13 and 25 are rejected under the same 
rationale as set forth above in claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 14 : Claim 14 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 2. 

Referring to claims 15 and 16 : Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under the same 
rationale as set forth above in claims 3 and 4 respectively. 

Referring to claim 1 7 : Claim 17 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 5. 

Referring to claims 21 and 22 : Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under the same 
rationale as set forth above in claims 9 and 10 respectively. 
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Claims 7, 8, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Montulli (US 5,774,670) in view of Deaton et al. (US 5,621,812) 
("Deaton") and further in view of Official Notice. 

Referring to claim 7 : The cited prior art teaches or suggests all the limitations of 
claim 3 as noted above. The cited prior art does not teach that the information may be 
updated by the user. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in 
the art for a user to update information. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to incorporate an updating 
feature into the cited prior art. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do so in order to allow a user to modify his her profile. 

Referring to claim 8 : The cited art teaches or suggests all the limitations of claim 
7 as noted above. The cited prior art does not teach that the update may only be 
performed receiving a proper password form the user. However, Official Notice is taken 
that it is old and well known in the art to allow updating only after receiving a proper 
password from a user. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, at the time the invention was made, to incorporate this feature into the cited prior 
art. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so in order to 
secure a user's personal information. 

Referring to claim 1 9 : Claim 19 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 7. 

Referring to claim 20 : Claim 20 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 8. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

The Examiner notes that the Applicants did not respond to the Examiner's Official 
Notice rejection of claims 7, 8, 19, and 20 in the previous Office Action. In order to 
adequately traverse a rejection based on common knowledge (i.e. Official Notice), an 
Applicant must specifically point out the supposed errors in the Examiner's action, which 
would include stating why the noticed fact is not considered to be common knowledge 
or well-known in the art . A general allegation that the claims define a patentable 
invention without any reference to the Examiner's assertion of Official Notice is 
inadequate. In the present case, the Applicants did not respond to the Examiner's 
rejection using Official Notice. Furthermore, the Applicants failed to argue why the 
noticed fact is not considered to be common knowledge or well-known in the art. For 
this reason, Applicants' response is considered to be an inadequate traversal of the 
Official Notice used by the Examiner in the rejection of claims 7, 8, 19, and 20 under 35 
U.S.C. §103. 

Since the Applicants have failed to seasonably challenge the Examiner's Official 
Notice presented in the previous Office Actions, the Examiner now interprets all Official 
Notices as admitted prior art. Applicant must seasonably challenge well known 
statements and statements based on personal knowledge when they are made. In re 
Selmi, 156F.2d 96, 70USPQ 197 (CCPA 1946). If Applicant does not seasonably 
traverse the well known statement during examination, then the object of the well known 
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statement is taken to be admitted prior art. 
(CCPA 1943). Also see MPEP 2144.03. 
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In re Chevenard, 139 F.2d71, 60 USPQ 239 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naeem Haq whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
6758. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on (571)-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Naeem Haq, Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 



September 12, 2006 



